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How To Avoid Conflicts 
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How To Avoid Conflicts 


Between Polar Bears 
and Man 


Polar bear problems in the Churchill area are 
not new. Man-bear confrontations have 
occurred since native peoples first occupied 
Manitoba’s coastal region. With the advent of 
fur trading activities and eventual settlement of 
Churchill the number of conflicts between man 
and bear increased. Past records indicate that 
although the total population of polar bears in 
Manitoba is increasing, the number of 
‘problem’ bears in the immediate Churchill 
vicinity has not followed a set yearly trend. 


While much is unknown about polar bear 
activities one thing is certain, polar bears and 
urban settlements simply don’t mix! The entire 
problem of polar bear movement in and about 
Churchill is being carefully studied. 


Establishment of an effective management plan 
incorporating an acceptable deterrant program 
is the overall objective. However, such studies 
and long term program development take time. 
In the interim, man and bear must be protected 
from each other in a manner which will provide 
total safety to people as well as guaranteeing 
the maintenance of a healthy polar bear 
population. 


The purpose of this brochure is to help 
eliminate or effectively reduce potential 
confrontations between polar bears and man. 
The following ‘do’s and dont’s’ are not i 
necessarily nard and fast rules; however, | 
experience has proven their usefulness on 
more than one occasion. 


Perhaps the single most important thing for 
anybody in polar bear territory to remember, is 
that these massive carnivores are highly 
unpredictable animals — hence they are | 
extremely dangerous. Be prepared for | 
anything — polar bears are bigger, stronger, — 
faster and have better eyesight than their | 
southern cousins, the Black bears, and so, are 
much more dangerous should a confrontation 
occur. 


| 


Never approach a Polar bear — your first 
close look could be your last! 


How To Avoid Churchill Townsite 
Bear Encounters: 
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Correct disposal methods for all garbage in 
Churchill is vital. Residents should ensure that 
all garbage is sealed in plastic bags and placed 
in metal containers with adequate lids. All 
containers should be kept in well lighted areas 
So foraging bears can be easily seen. Dogs 
should not be allowed to disturb garbage as 
polar bears have an incredible sense of smell 
and will undoubtedly be attracted to such 
locations. 


Food containers and unused dog food also 
represent a potential hazard during the polar 
bear migration period. Garbage should never 
be kept indoors as there are many instances 
where bears have broken into homes while 
following a strong scent. 


It should be noted that littering is an offence 
under the Clean Environment Act. For 
Churchill, the polar bear capital of the world, 
this Act holds special significance, and its 
provisions must be strictly enforced. 
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1) Get indoors and stay there. 


2) Call the Conservation Officer or R.C.M.P. 


3) Never harass or antagonize a bear. 


4) If no buildings are closeby, stay inside your 
Car. 


WY 


Residents should be especially cautious 
when moving outdoors at night during polar 
bear migration. It is strongly recommended that 
children be driven to and from all locations, and 
never be allowed outdoors at night without 
supervision. During daytime, children should 
not play among shoreline rocks. Take heed of 
all “Polar Bear Alert” signs — they mean 
what they say! 
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Polar Bears In Town — What To Do? 


5) Under no circumstances approach a bear 
on foot. 


6) Do not chase or harass bears with your 
vehicle. 


7) If on foot, stay in well lighted areas. 


8) Do not hinder Conservation Officer 
or R.C.M.P. bear deterrant activities. 
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A Few Hints To Help Avoid Bear Encounters 


2 
(A) For Naturalists and Other Outdoor 
Recreationalists 


1). Stay alert and think ahead. 5) Keep in the open and avoid food sources 
a calle such as berry patches and carcass remains. 
2) Always hike in a group. Bears feel threatened if surprised. So watch 
3) Talk or sing loudly, or carry a noisemaker for bear signs — fresh tracks, diggings and 
with you. Most bears will leave the vicini- droppings. 
ty if they are aware of your presence. 6) iDommotest i Ree ; 
Remember in dense bush and along rocky ) areas Said er Sacer or ag st 
shorelines, noisemakers may not be ; 
effective. 7) Under no circumstances should food from 


lunches be discarded — leave nothing 


4) Be especially alert when travelling into the behind but your footprints 


wind. The bear may not get your scent and 
be unaware of your approach. This is 
especially true in strong, rushing winds. 
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1) All campers and canoeists should notify the 
local Conservation Officer and/or the 
R.C.M.P. when planning to camp in the 
Churchill vicinity, and other areas where 
polar bears occur. 


2) Burn all organic garbage — all non- 
biodegradeable materials should be carried 
out. 
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Garbage should be kept well away from 
tents. It is recommended that a minimum of 
100 yards distance from tents be carefully 
adherred to. 


4) All food should be stored in odor-proof 
coniainers a minimum of 50 yards from 
tents. 


-or Campers and Cottagers 
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Additional Information For The Cottager 


Those who spend considerable time at 
cottages stand a higher risk of encountering 
bears. Precautions must be taken in order to 
minimize these risks and avoid dangerous 
confrontation with bears. Most of the 
aformentioned rules should also apply to the 
cottager, with the addition of the following 
advice. 


Never feed the bears. 


1) Do not leave open food or left-overs in or 
around your cabin. 


2) Keep barbecues and tables free of odors 
and grease. 


3) Bear-proof containers must be used for 
garbage. 
2) 


4) Since bears are often active during the | 
night, all garbage should be removed to the, 
dump before dark. 


C) For Hunters 


Caribou, goose, duck and ptarmigan) 


1) Hunters should take special note of all 


precautions which apply to other outdoor 
recreationalists. 


2) It is strongly recommended that all hunters 
hunt in pairs. 


3) When field-dressing game, hunters should 
ensure that camps are located a minimum 
of half a mile from the kill site. This may on 
occasion mean re-locating camp. If a kill 
occurs near a cottage site, cottagers for 
their own protection, must assure that all 
remains and unwanted carcass materials 
are burned or suitably disposed of. 


4) Polar bears have been protected in 
Manitoba since 1968. If you kill a polar bear 
in self-defence, you must report the incident 
to the Conservation Officer or R.C.M.P. in 
Churchill as soon as possible. 
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Confrontations 
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You may still encounter a bear, despite 
taking precautions. But this does not 
necessarily mean it will attack. To reduce the 
hazard: 


- if you see a polar bear at a distance, make a 
wide detour or leave the area at once 


- if you cannot detour or retreat, wait until the 
bear moves away from your path — always 
leave him an escape route 


- never harass a bear as it may cause him to 
attack 


Most attacks result from surprising a bear or 
coming between a sow and her cubs or from 
feeding them. 


There is no guaranteed life-saving method of 
handling an aggressive bear. But some 


behaviours have proven to be more successful 


than others. 


1. Keep calm and try to assess the situation. 
Running is not a good solution as it may 
invite pursuit. Polar bears appear to move 
slowly but can make surprising speed over 
rough terrain. A running man is no match for 
an angry bear. A bear rearing on its hind 
legs is not always aggressive. If.it moves its 
head from side to side, it may only be trying 
to get your scent and focus its eyes. 
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aa ai about your surroundings before you i 
act. If you have no escape route you may, as } 
a last resort, have to “play dead”. Drop to 
the ground face down, line your legs up to 
your chest and clasp your hands over the 
back of your neck. Wearing your pack will | 
shield your body. Bears have been known to 
inflict only minor injuries under these 
circumstances. It takes courage to lie still, 
but resistance would be useless. 


Sometimes bears will bluff their way out of a” 
threatening situation by charging and then 
veering away at the last second. 


To Prevent 
an Encounter 
With a Bear: 


1. Never go near a bear cub. You could end up 
tangling with several hundred pounds of — 
angry mother. 


2. Don’t take your dog into the backcountry. — 
The sight and smell of a dog often infuriates 
a bear and may bring on an attack. Your dog 
would be no match for him. And when in 
trouble your pet may come running back to 
you with the bear in pursuit. 


3. Don’t invite a bear with food or garbage as 
he will eat almost anything. Garbage-traine 
bears associate food with humans and soon 
lose their fear of man. Because of this loss of 
fear, the bear might become a danger and 
have to be destroyed. 


4. Keep your distance at all times! : 
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5. Watch for danger signals — A polar bear 
may warn you if he is annoyed. Hissing or 
“snorting” sounds, or small rushes in your 
direction tell you it’s time to start backing up | 
slowly, facing the bear. However, a bear may 
not exhibit any tell-tale signs before — 
attacking, so it is always best to avoid a 
confrontation whenever possible. 


Don’t let your carelessness cause the 
unnecessary death of a polar bear. 


For Further Information Contact: 


Maniloba 


7th Floor, 155 Carlton Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 0V8 


Call Collect: (204) 944-3777 MG-4899 


